Advancesin Language and Literary Studies

| SSN: 2203-4714

Vol. 6 No. 4; August 2015

Australian International Academic Centre, Australia

Dialect and Cultural Contact, Shift and Maintenance
among the JordaniansLiving in Irbid City: A
Sociolinguistic Study

I brahim Abushihab

English Department, Faculty of Arts/English Department, Amman -
Jordan

E-mail: facultyofarts2@yahoo.com

Doi:10.7575/aiac.als.v.6n.4p.84 Received: 21/03/2015

URL.: http://dx.doi.org/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.6n.4p.84 Accepted:

30/05/2015
Abstract

The paper investigates the issue of dialect and cultural contact among
Jordanians living in Irbid city in the north of Jordan. The objective of the
paper isto find the extent of dialect and cultural shift and maintenance
among them. Thedata are collected by means of interviews and
observations. A sample of 100 participants has been selected on the
grounds of availability. The sample includes different ages, gender and
educational background. The results show thatthe Jordanians living in
Irbid city in the north of Jordan are experiencing a continuous shift in
their dialects and culturebecause of the direct contact among them. Thisis
aresult of amixture of dialects and cultural elements used in Irbid
city.

Keywords. Language shift, Language maintenance, Language

attitudes, Dialects and Jordanian culture



