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Abstract—The paper investigates the foreign words used
in spoken Jordanian Arabicin Irbid city. It also
examines the causes behind using them. The data are
collected by means of direct interviews and
observations. The sample of the study was chosen from
fifty participantslivingin Irbid city. They werethirty
males and twenty females who cover different ages,
gender s and different educational background. The
results show that Jordanians use different borrowed
wordsin their daily conversations. English and Turkish
are the main sour ce of borrowing these words.

Index Terms—lexical borrowing, Jordanian Arabic,

loanwords, language contact and cultural contact



