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Abstract

The aim of thisresearch isto analyze the social characteristics and
traits of juvenile delinquents in Jordan. These characteristics include: age,
school level, area of residence, frequency of criminal acts, type of crime,
ages of parents, education, job, income, family size, age distribution, and
the relationship of the juvenile with friends and with parents.

A questionnaire was designed and distributed to those juveniles
confined at Mohammed Bin Al-Qasem Al-Thagafi center for Juvenile
rehabilitation in Barha near city of Irbid, where the total number of
juveniles amounted to ¢ at the time this study was conducted.

Results indicated that the majority of them were adolescents (\ ¢-
V1), going to preparatory schools, living in the three largest cities

(Amman, Irbid, and Zarga), and most of them had committed crimes-
robbery, in particular- for the first time. Their parents were mainly old
(above - .), with elementary school levels, working as laborers, drivers, or

crafts people, with monthly incomes not amounting to y-. J.D, and
parenting families that numbered above v individuals, where the juvenile
was the youngest or somewhere in between.

Results also indicated that members of the sample studied enjoyed
reasonably good relation with friends and parents alike, especially with
mother. Half of the juveniles, however, reported that the motivation
behind the crimes they had committed was their friends.

Finally, two thirds of these juveniles preferred training in some
profession or other to going back to school again.
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Summary

Y oung people usually represent the core element, as
well as the core tool, in future development plansin
any nation. Therefore, this research was initiated in
order to examine the social characteristics and traits of
juvenile delinquents in Jordan, because this group
represents part of the future generation, and they
deserve the efforts to be examined and understood.
Thus, this research focused on the following social
characteristics. age, school level, area of residence,
frequency of criminal acts, age of parents, education,
job, income, family size, age distribution, relationships
of the juvenile with friends and with parents, and his
future outlook to school and job training. Examining
these social characteristics should enable usto
understand delinquency as a process, and, then, protect
future generation from such athreat, or at least reduce
it through better understanding towards this issue.

For this research, a questionnaire was designed
containing questions about the central characteristics
mentioned above. This questionnaire was distributed
to those juveniles confined at Mohammad Ben
Alkasem Althakafy in Barha, near the City of Irbid.
This center contains juveniles who were convicted for
the crimes they committed from all over the country.

The number of juveniles amounted - ¢ at the time this

research was conducted. Thus, it is safe to say that
these juveniles represent all areas and social classesin
Jordan. After collecting needed data, the researcher
converted that to total number and percentage for each



social character. Final results were presented in form
of tables.

Final results can be summarized as the following:
The majority of these juveniles were:

\- Adolescents \ ¢-1= (and not less than ten years old

as some Western researcher concluded). It seems
that parents have better care towards their young
children, or friends seem to greater affect.

v- Most of them were going to preparatory schools.
Thisistheright school level for such ages.

v- They livein the three largest cities (Amman, Irbid,
and Zarga). Thisis normal because social ties and
family relations are much weaker.

¢- They committed crime for the first time, which
means that there is a good chance for rehabilitation.

- The most committed crime was robbery and not
Serious crimes.

- Their parents were old (above - . years) where

IlIness and weakness are widely spread.

v- Their parents had elementary school level of
education. Higher education for parents seemsto
have positive impact in this regard.

A- Their parents were mainly work as laborers, drivers,
or crafts people. Such professions leave less time
for parents to have better care for children.

a- Thelr parents monthly income is not amounting to

\e . Jordanian Dinar (about $vye). This means less

money for the child needed to satisfy his needs.
\ .- Their family size numbered about v individuals. If

we add thisto the previous point, it explains why
robbery iswidely spread among juveniles.



\\- The juvenile was usually the youngest, or

somewhere in between (and not the oldest). In this
case the child might get spoiled (on one hand) or
ignored (on the other hand).

\Y- The juvenile enjoyed reasonably good relations

with friends and parents, especially with the mother
(and not lonely or isolated). Thismeansthat heis
socially accepted.

\v- However, most juveniles reported that their

motivation behind the crimes they had committed was
their friends. Parents might give their best efforts
towards their children, but it seems that friends have
greater influence when the child is out of home.

\¢- Most juveniles preferred vocational training while

they at the juvenile center rather than going back to
school again. Many reasons can stand behind that,
such as low intelligence, low school grades, short
temper, or other emotional problems.

Finally, it can be concluded from this research that
part of the findings were agreed with similar findings
reached by other researchers (Mainly in the Arab
World), while other findings were disagreed with
opposite findings reached by other researchers (Mainly
In the Western World).

Here again, it seems that environment around the
juvenile seemsto play an important rolein juvenile
delinquency. This includes culture, family ties,
neighborhood relations, child development and raring
ethics.



