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THE PROJECT INVESTIGATED THE SUCCESSFUL CREATION AND MAINTENANCE
OF TRUST IN SOCIAL NETWORKS. IT EXPLORED THE ECONOMIC AND NON-
FINANCIAL VALUE OF SOCIAL AND PARTICIPATORY TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE
MANY DIFFERENT COMPANIES AND COMMUNITIES, WHO MAKE, USE AND ARE
AFFECTED BY THEM. TRUST IN SOCIAL NETWORKS IS OFTEN FRAGILE AND
PRECARIOUS, IT CAN BE SAID TO BE A DILEMMA THAT NEEDS TO BE SOLVED
DIFFERENTLY EACH TIME. IT OFTEN COMES WITH OTHER VARIABLES, SUCH AS
REPUTATION AND CREDIBILITY, AND IS MULTI-DIMENSIONAL, DEVELOPED
OVER TIME, OR COMES THROUGH RECOMMENDATION OR ASSOCIATION.

THE PROJECT WAS LED BY DREwW HEMMENT AND LAURENCE BROOKS. A
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE - ENAS AL-L0OzI - WAS EMPLOYED FOR THE PROJECT,
WHO TOOK PART IN WORKSHOPS AND ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES AT ACCESS
SPACE IN SHEFFIELD AND WITH BEBO IN BELFAST, PLUS WHO UNDERTOOK AN
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES OF ONLINE USERS OF BEBO'S BEWELL FORUM.
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