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The British — Ottoman Competition Over Bahrain During the Second Half of
the Nineteenth Century

Omar Mohammad Al-Qaralleh, Ahmad Mohammad Al-Tarawneh*

ABSTRACT

This study addresses the British — Ottoman competition over Bahrain during the second half of the
nineteenth century in light of the strategic interests for each of them. It also tries to investigate the
effect of such competition on the relations between both parties, represented in the diplomatic
channels and political protest, and sometimes through some military actions, in order to enhance
their influence, due to the economic, commercial and strategic importance of the Bahrain islands in
the Gulf region.

The study tracked the most important stations of this competition between the British and the
Ottomans, especially since this competition came at a time when Britain had carried out a series of
actions represented in putting pressure on local forces especially sheikhs of Bahrain, where it
obliged them to hold a number of treaties and agreements.

The study also discusses the Ottoman competition policy of the British policy in Bahrain, and
attempts of the competing forces to exploit the internal power struggle between the members of the
ruling family in Bahrain.

Keywords: Competition, Britain, Ottoman State, Bahrain.
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