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Abstract

The present study aimed to shed a light on the intellectual property rights of
students in Jordanian universities. It suggests that there isn’t any law that regulates such
rights. Similar to faculty members, the laws that regulate the relationship between the
university (as an employer) and the faculty members (employees) are enforced on
university-students relationship too. However, there is a big difference between the
nature of the employee-university relationship and the nature of the student-university
relationship. That’s because students enroll in university in order to receive education.
Universities develop regulations that regulate the intellectual property rights of faculty
members. Such regulations are based on the civil law, the labor law and the intellectual
property rights law. They are enforced on students. There are many problematic issues
associated with such regulations. For instance, they are sometimes associated with
depriving the students from their intellectual property rights on their creative, and
innovative works and inventions.

The present study adopts a descriptive analytical approach. This approach

enables the researcher to understand the relevant laws, codes and regulations. It enables
the researcher to conduct a comparison between the laws that regulate the faculty
members-university relationship and the regulations that apply to faculty members and
students. Several results are concluded and several recommendations are suggested.
It was found that there is inequality between faculty members and students in terms of
the intellectual property rights they enjoy. It was found that the aforementioned
regulations are enforced on students in a manner that is different from the manner of
enforcing them on faculty members. The researcher recommends developing
regulations that regulate the intellectual property rights of students only. He believes
that such regulations must identify the cases on which the university is entitled to own
the intellectual property rights of students. It was found that it is necessary to enforce
the provisions and rules that are stipulated in the intellectual property rights law,
especially the ones related to the ownership transference contracts and leasehold
contracts.

Keywords: intellectual property, creative works, innovative works, inventions,
licensing contracts, external funding, outside funding, scientific research
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