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Abstract

This thesis discusses the treatment of immigrants in three literary works; Willa
Cather’s My Antonia (1918), Ghassan Kanafani’s Men in the Sun (1962), and Imbolo
Mbue’s Behold the Dreamers (2016). Even though different writers wrote the three
literary works from different cultural backgrounds, they all depict the hardships and
struggles faced by immigrants in host countries. Moreover, these literary works center
around the psychological impact of leaving home behind. There are several issues that
this thesis discusses; most prominently, it elaborates on the effect of the American
Dream on the characters in the novels My Antonia and Behold the Dreamers. It also
examines the reasons that force immigrants to leave their countries, whether voluntarily

or forcibly.

Furthermore, the thesis tackles the challenges and discrimination against

immigrants in the new land. It also goes over the negative stereotypes formed about



newcomers in the host countries. The researcher examines the chosen works by utilizing
psychological and New historical approaches, shedding light on the aspects which
explain the behavior of the main characters in the literary works while considering the
New historical context in which the events of the literary works occurred. In addition,
the researcher considers the theory of post-colonialism to analyze the effect of

colonization in creating a distorted image of Africa and the East.
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