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Abstract

This thesis delves into the pervasive theme of betrayal in selected works of William Shakespeare,
specifically focusing on King Lear, Richard Il, and Antony and Cleopatra. The study poses two overarching
questions: first, exploring the narrative and character dynamics arising from the issue of betrayal in these
plays, and second, investigating the philosophical and moral implications of treachery representation,
contributing to the broader understanding of Shakespeare's thematic and literary diversity. Utilizing a
gualitative research approach grounded in a comprehensive literary study, the research methodology
involves an in-depth analysis of the chosen plays, emphasizing betrayal-related moments, characters, and
dialogues. Secondary sources, including critical essays and scholarly articles, provide a theoretical
framework and valuable insights. A coding system is developed to define and classify instances and types
of betrayal, enabling a comparative analysis across the three plays. The study considers historical, social,
and cultural contexts to illuminate the impact of these factors on Shakespeare's portrayal of treachery.
Literary theories such as psychoanalysis, feminism, and historical study are employed to dissect character
motivations, outcomes, and development connected to betrayal in each play. The thesis concludes with a
comprehensive analysis, presenting comparative perspectives, identifying distinctive elements of betrayal,
and exploring overarching, recurrent themes. Ethical standards are maintained throughout the study,

adhering to proper citation guidelines and avoiding plagiarism.
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